







April 6, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Stephen D. Lewis Scholarship Endowment established  
 
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the establishment of the Stephen D. Lewis 
Scholarship Endowment, a fund to benefit Morehead State University students.  
The scholarship was established in memory of the late Stephen “Steve” D. Lewis. A native of 
Morehead, Lewis attended the Breckinridge Training School on MSU’s campus before earning a business 
degree in 1972 from Anderson University in Anderson, Indiana. After graduation, he married 
Janet “Jan” Garrett Lewis and returned to Morehead to start a family. Lewis spent his professional career 
working at the family business, the C. Roger Lewis Agency, which was started by his father, C. Roger 
Lewis. He earned his insurance, real estate, auctioneer and broker’s licenses, teaching real estate courses at 
MSU for some time. He was actively involved in the auctioneering industry and served as president of the 
Kentucky Auctioneer’s Association. He was inducted into the National Auctioneers Hall of Fame in 
2009. Lewis volunteered annually at MSU’s Annual Spring Gala and was instrumental in helping raise 
thousands of dollars through his auctioneering of the event’s live auction. He served as a valued member of the 
MSU Foundation Board of Directors from 1982-1986 and again from 2002-2008, including service as the 
board’s vice chair in 2008. Lewis was also active in the Morehead community, where he served on several other 
nonprofit committees and boards. He passed away in 2016 at the age of 65.     
As a member of the MSU Foundation’s Visionary Society, Lewis committed to support a scholarship 
endowment through his estate plans. His thoughtful planning provided a $25,000 life insurance gift to the MSU 
Foundation to establish this special fund.  
"Our family is honored to see Steve's legacy carried on through the scholarship endowment," said Jan Lewis. 
"Steve cared deeply about his community and valued higher education. This fund honors both of these values 
while helping young people with an interest in business to pursue a quality education at MSU."  
This scholarship will be awarded to MSU students pursuing a degree in the School of Business 
Administration.    
“We are most grateful for the establishment of the Stephen D. Lewis Scholarship 
Endowment,” said Dr. Johnathan Nelson, Dean of the Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology. “It 
is wonderful for our students to receive the help that they need to pursue their dreams and professional goals. I 
also hope that this scholarship will help to inspire our students to be leaders in their community in some of the 
same ways that Steve Lewis was throughout his life.”  
Students interested in applying to this scholarship and other privately funded scholarships managed by the MSU 
Foundation should visit the online scholarship application at moreheadstate.awardspring.com.  
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations 
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April 6, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Tree planted to honor the memory of Dr. George M. "Mac" Luckey Jr. 
 
A tree-planting ceremony was held Monday afternoon, April 5, to honor the memory and legacy of Dr. George 
M. "Mac" Luckey Jr., MSU professor emeritus and former director and namesake of the academic honors 
program.    
 
The blue spruce tree was planted in front of Fields Hall, MSU’s residence hall for honor students. The tree was 
chosen by Luckey's widow, Dr. Sue Luckey. Speakers at the event included Dr. Philip Krummrich, director of 
the honors program, and Luckey's friends and colleagues. MSU Facilities Management assisted with planting 
the tree and installing a commemorative plaque at the site.    
 
"The Honors Program as it exists today would not have been possible without Dr. Luckey's many years of 
dedication and leadership," Krummrich said. "The required coursework for the program closely resembles the 
sequence of classes that was in place when Dr. Luckey was directing the program."   
 
Skyler Cantrell, the honors program specialist, said Luckey's commitment to students is still present in the 
current program.   
 
"I think his work still resonates in the program today in that we are always working to ensure that the students 
have the opportunity to grow and to broaden their horizons, which I think is in line with what he envisioned for 
it," Cantrell said.    
 
A native of Paris, Tennessee, Luckey joined Morehead State's philosophy faculty in 1961. Luckey was active on 
campus, serving as a faculty advisor to the Open Forum Club, the Blue Key Honors Society and Phi Mu Alpha 
Sinfonia, a professional music fraternity. He also served on several departmental, college, and university 
committees.     
 
In 1990, Luckey was named director of MSU's Center for Critical Thinking and the Academic Honors Program. 
He was awarded MSU's Distinguished Teaching Award in 1991. He retired in 2003 after 42 years at MSU. That 
same year, he was awarded Professor Emeritus status, and the Honors program was named after him, 
commemorating his many years of devoted service to the University. In 2008, Luckey and his wife were 
awarded the honorary titles of Doctor of Public Service at Morehead State University.   
 
Luckey passed away Tuesday, September 15, 2020, at the age of 85.    
 
To learn more about the George M. Luckey Jr. Academic Honors Program, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/honors, email honors@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2205.  
 
Photo Caption:  In the foreground, left to right: Drs. Kay and Kent Freeland, long-time friends of the Luckeys; 
Dr. Sue Luckey; Dr. Phil Krummrich, director of the honors program; MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan, and Dr. 
Tim Simpson, chair of Foundational and Graduate Studies in Education and faculty in the honors program. In 
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April 7, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Barton's new book explores the harmful effects of 'The Pornification of America' 
 
Dr. Bernadette Barton, professor of sociology and director of the gender studies program at Morehead State, has 
released a new book that explores the sexualization of culture.   
 
Barton's Book, "The Pornification of America: How Raunch Culture is Ruining Our Society," details how 
Western culture has become hypersexualized and how that is harmful to society, young people in particular. 
Barton explains raunch culture, which she describes as the entrance of overtly sexualized attitudes, mores and 
behaviors into the mainstream culture. Barton explained that researchers first noticed the emergence of raunch 
culture in the mid-1990s and its influence has only increased since then.   
 
Barton said she first became interested in studying raunch culture from an academic perspective after hearing 
students' stories in her sociology classes.   
 
"I have listened as year after year students shared stories that vividly illustrate the negative consequences of 
abstinence-only sexual education, increasingly violent pornography, bro-culture, and the Instagram arms-race to 
be the most perfect. Over and over, I observed raunch culture to be the root of these and other social 
dysfunctions," Barton said.  
 
Because of those dysfunctions, Barton said Millenials and members of Generation Z struggle with low self-
esteem, internalized sexism, misogyny, pressure to be perfect, jealousy, insecurity, stalking, assault and a lack 
of romantic intimacy.   
 
"Raunch culture is harmful because it is sexist, not because it is sexy. It sets expectations that women dress 
provocatively and appear always ‘up’ for sex while encouraging everyone to sexually objectify women," Barton 
said. "We see raunch culture everywhere in our porn nation. It's on our phones, in the mall, in magazines, 
movies, and television, in music lyrics and videos, in comedy material, on billboards, bus advertisements, and 
bumper stickers, on t-shirts, in video games and comic books, in hookup culture, at parties and nightclubs, and 
in conversations."   
 
Barton's book is available now through the New York University Press. The book is available locally at 
CoffeeTree Books in Morehead. It was featured in the New York Times’ New and Noteworthy Books section 
on March 9, which described the book as, “zippy and well illustrated, this book persuasively argues that 
‘equating hypersexualization with sex positivity is a form of Orwellian doublespeak.’”  
 
The Camden-Carroll Library and MSU's Gender Studies Program will host a virtual book launch party 
Wednesday, April 14, from 4 to 5 p.m. To attend, visit moreheadstate.webex.com/meet/b.barton before the 
event's start time.   
 
To learn more about sociology programs at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/sswc, email Associate Dean 
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April 7, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU Theatre closes out theatrical season with ‘Moon Over Buffalo’  
 
Morehead State University's Department of Music, Theatre and Dance will close out its 2020-21 theatrical 
season with the production of Ken Ludwig's "Moon Over Buffalo." MSU Theatre will present 
the show virtually. A recording of the performance is available online from Thursday through Sunday, April 8-
11, and Thursday through Sunday, April 15-18.   
"Moon Over Buffalo" revolves around a couple of Broadway stars, George Hay (Everett Quiggins, junior music 
education major of Louisville) and Charlotte Hay (Logan Wilkerson, freshman theatre education major from 
Orange Park, Florida), taking their rundown touring company to Buffalo, New York, in the summer of 1953. 
With the legendary Frank Capra heading to town on a talent-scouting mission looking to hire the couple for his 
swashbuckling “Scarlet Pimpernel” epic. As a result, the Hay Family must do whatever they can to get their 
frequently intoxicated father George back to the stage and ready to perform the show.   
Octavia Biggs, director of The Little Company, served as a directing mentor to a production managed entirely 
by MSU students.   
"This show is completely designed, acted and directed by students in our department," Biggs said. "I love our 
student productions; they offer such insight to me as part of the staff here at MSU. I enjoy watching our 
students apply what they are learning from the faculty and apply it toward their own production."   
Hannah Holbrook, a senior theatre major and public relations/event planning minor from Grayson, served as the 
director for "Moon Over Buffalo." She said this production was a huge reason that she fell in love with theatre 
after seeing a shortened version of the show in Georgia.   
"When it came time for me to submit a show with the chance to direct, there was no hesitation. I knew 'Moon 
Over Buffalo' was the show I wanted to work on," she said. "Directing this now has felt like a full-circle 
moment in my life as a theatre artist because it was a show that inspired me to dive into the world of theatre and 
now, I am finishing my career at MSU by directing it."   
Holbrook said working during the pandemic and figuring out a way to present the show virtually, safely and 
effectively has been a challenge. However, she said her fellow cast and crew members rose to the challenge and 
the bond they formed should be evident in the finished product.   
"After a year of being away from loved ones and socially distancing, it has been wonderful to create art and 
enjoy a few hours a day in rehearsal, cracking jokes and having fun with other artists," she said. "This show is 
based around a family of theatre performers and by working on it, we have only added more people to our own 
theatre families. Creating those fun moments during this pandemic has been the most enjoyable part about this 
whole process."   
Tickets are $11 for the general public, $6 for seniors and non-MSU students, and free with ID number to MSU 
students. Thanks to the MSU University Store, online purchases of tickets will be available. The MSU Theatre 
box office is open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. In place of a ticket, an email with a link, 
password and playbill will be sent to patrons before the show starts.      
Go to www.bookstore.moreheadstate.edu and click on "Theatre and Dance Tickets" under the "Merchandise" 
tab for online payment. Patrons should forward their confirmation email to mtdboxoffice@moreheadstate.edu to 
verify receiving a link and password.       
Reservations are required for all MSU Theatre productions and can be made by calling 606-783-2170 
or emailing mtdboxoffice@moreheadstate.edu.       
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April 09, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU celebrates spring successes, turns Eagle eyes toward Fall 2021 
 
Morehead State University continues to soar this spring with multiple recognitions and rankings of academic programs 
and athletic achievements in and out of the classroom.  
The accounting program was ranked fifth in the nation and the Associate of Applied Science in Veterinary Technology 
program was named the nation's best associate program and the second-best program overall by Intelligent.com. MSU’s 
Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics received Cognia STEM Certification, the first program in 
Kentucky to receive this recognition. 
 
Eagle Men’s Basketball won the Ohio Valley Conference (OVC) tournament and competed in the NCAA for the first time 
in 10 years. Eagle Volleyball captured the OVC title after a historic 1,000+ program win season and nine Eagle rifle 
student-athletes earned Scholastic All-American academic honors from the Collegiate Rifle Coaches Association. 
 
While exact plans and safety measures for Fall 2021 will continue to be refined over the weeks and months ahead, the 
campus is turning its attention to a return to more normal operations. MSU will be increasing the number of in-person 
courses for the fall, while continuing to offer a wide selection of online courses and programs to meet student needs. 
Technology upgrades and many residence hall renovations will also be a focal point for fall preparations. 
 
“The 2020-21 academic year was about adapting and innovating to create a safe learning environment for our students, 
faculty and staff,” said MSU President Jay Morgan. “This fall semester, while we will follow all guidelines and protocols 
in place at that time, we do look forward to our campus family returning to a more traditional learning experience.” 
 
Class sizes will remain small to remain focused on MSU’s hallmarks of personal attention and student success. 
Additionally, residence hall occupancy rates will return to normal capacity, and MSU plans for more in-person activities 
and a traditional fall athletic schedule. 
 
For more information on MSU’s national rankings, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/rankings.  
To learn more about attending Morehead State University this fall, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/admissions, email 
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April 9, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU Military Initiatives awarded Kentucky Veteran Program Trust Fund grant  
 
Morehead State University’s Office of Military Initiatives has been awarded a grant by the Kentucky Veteran 
Program Trust Fund in the amount of $5,000. These funds will be used to assist enlisted and military-related 
students with in obtaining textbooks, parking passes and project supplies while providing outreach to veterans’ 
homes.  
“We will develop criteria that prioritizes students that support the Veterans Resource Center, Eagle Vets, 
Military Initiatives and all associated events,” said Dr. Silas Session, director of military initiatives at MSU.  
Session said MSU’s Office of Military Initiatives planned an outreach event for homeless veterans to collect 
needed items in accordance with guidance from the Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs (KDVA).  
“These funds will bolster our support for our veterans in various veterans’ centers in the future,” Session said. 
“The benefit for the students and veterans receiving the support is obvious, but the opportunity to serve is a 
great essential benefit to our students for their professional growth.”  
To learn more about the LTC Alan R. Baldwin Veterans Resource Center at MSU, 
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April 9, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Craft Academy student named Coca-Cola Scholar, will receive scholarship 
 
Maiqi Qin of Salt Lick, a senior at the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics, has been 
named a Coca-Cola Scholar and will receive a $20,000 college scholarship.   
 
Qin is the first student from the Craft Academy to receive the scholarship. She is one of 150 high school seniors 
from across the country who will each receive a $20,000 college scholarship and join a family of more than 
6,450 alumni who lead positive change in their communities and around the world. More than 99,000 seniors 
applied for the scholarship.   
 
"I was actually in my dorm at Craft when the email came - I screamed and hugged all of my best friends here 
and then immediately FaceTimed my family to tell them the good news. We then celebrated over a bowl of 
ramen and watching our favorite show," Qin said. "I remember being an underclassman and seeing some of my 
peers around the country receive this honor and just being in absolute awe of them. Knowing the 
competitiveness and prestige of the Coke Scholarship, it still feels so surreal that I was chosen."   
 
In addition to her studies at the Craft Academy, Qin works as the social media manager for Dear Asian Youth. 
This non-profit organization seeks to diversify the Asian narrative while empowering marginalized 
communities. She's also an intern with Blessed Hands, a non-profit organization that funds educational tuition 
for students in the three provinces in China with an emphasis on the Yangshuo, Morehead's sister city, as well 
as Du'an, and Qinzhou areas of Guangxi Province, P. R. China, allowing the students to continue their 
education. She is also a social media marketing specialist and conference moderator for the Women of Color 
Conference. She is a community lead with Space to Speak, a youth organization that offers support and 
resources to victims of sexual violence.    
 
Qin said she plans to study business administration and social work as she continues to pursue her degree.    
 
"It is my current goal to work at the intersection of business and social justice after graduation," she said.    
 
A joint effort of Coca-Cola bottlers across the country and The Coca-Cola Company, the Coca-Cola Scholars 
Program is the largest corporate-sponsored, achievement-based scholarship program in the United States. With 
the addition of the 2021 class, the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation will have provided more than 6,450 Coke 
Scholars nationwide with over $75 million in scholarships over 33 years.   
 
Qin said one of the best things about winning the scholarship is that she will be part of a group of scholarship 
alumni that offers a network of support.    
 
"I've already met some amazing scholars in my class and reached out to alums. Whatever dream I decide to 
pursue, I know that I will have my Coke family supporting and backing me along the way," Qin said.   
 
The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics is a dual-credit academy for academically 
exceptional Kentucky students. Craft Academy provides students with a postsecondary residential experience to 
complete their junior and senior years of high school by enrolling in college courses.   
 
To learn more about the craft academy, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/craft-academy, 
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April 9, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU Ed.D. program named one of nation’s best by The Princeton Review 
 
Morehead State University’s Doctor in Education (Ed.D.) program continues to receive national recognition.   
The Princeton Review, a long-time resource for helping high school and college students achieve their academic 
goals, has named MSU’s Ed.D. program to its Best Online Doctor of Education Programs. It is one of 50 
programs highlighted for its academic quality, flexibility and affordability.   
A complete list can be found at www.princetonreview.com/education-school-rankings?rankings=best-online-
doctor-education-programs.   
Our programs have received several rankings over the years. The ranking entities and the criteria they use are 
many,” said Dr. Lee Nabb, associate professor of foundational and graduate studies. “In my opinion, any 
favorable rankings we receive are due mainly to two things: (1) the dedicated, caring and professional faculty 
and staff members who not only really run the program but also make it as reputable and appreciated as it is; 
and (2) the flexibility of the program, which is designed to facilitate the individual personal and professional 
needs and interests of each student. When a program has this basic combination, it is bound to be successful.”   
For more information on MSU’s Ed.D. program, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/edd.  
To learn more about MSU’s Department of Foundational and Graduate Studies in Education, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/fgse, email fgse@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2261.   
For more information about MSU’s Volgenau College of Education and its programs, call 606-783-2162 or 
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April 12, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU mourns the death of MSUPD Detective Mike Martin 
 
Morehead State mourns the loss of MSU Police Detective Michael Dwayne Martin, husband of Leta Ann 
Howard Martin, who died Thursday, April 8, 2021, at his home at the age of 58.   
 
Born September 25, 1962, in Mt. Sterling, he was the son of Raymond and Dorothy Jean Smith Martin of Mt. 
Sterling.   
 
In addition to his wife and his parents, Martin is survived by two sons, Christopher Michael “Chris” (Shemeka) 
Martin and Layden Thomas Howard; one granddaughter, Ryleigh Alyssa Martin and one grandson, Kylan 
Michael Martin, all of Mt. Sterling.   
 
Other survivors include his brother, Doug Martin; sister, Michelle Hatton; two nieces and a nephew; and special 
friend, Mike Hinkle. He was a member of the Camargo Church of God.   
 
At 16, Martin began volunteering with his father, Raymond, at the Montgomery County Fire and EMT. His love 
of serving the community led him to become a police officer. He began at the Mt. Sterling Police Department in 
1985. After six years, he entered the Kentucky State Police Academy in Frankfort and served as a detective in 
various capacities for several years. He retired in 2004 from the KSP. He also served with the Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Department as a school resource officer and detective from 2004-2006, as chief of police for 
the City of Owingsville and as director of the Montgomery County School District Law Enforcement Police 
Department. He served as a detective for the MSUPD for approximately eight years.  
 
Visitation will be from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, April 13, 2021, at Northcutt and Son Home for Funerals, 400 
Fraley Drive, Morehead, KY 40351 and on Wednesday, April 14, 2021, from 11 a.m. until the service at 1 p.m. 
at the Camargo Church of God in Mt. Sterling.   
 
A celebration of life will be held at 1 p.m. Wednesday, April 14, 2021, at Camargo Church of God with Pastor 
Aaron Conn, Pastor Kevin Miles, and KSP Sergeant Warren Meadows (ret) officiating. Interment will follow in 
Machpelah Cemetery in Mt. Sterling.    
 
COVID-19 mandates, including masks and social distancing, will be observed.    
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations are suggested to the Camargo Church of God, 4322 Camargo Road, Mt. 
Sterling, KY 40353.  
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April 13, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
‘Caudill Conversations’ seek to stimulate discussion of social issues 
 
Morehead State’s Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences offers the public an opportunity to 
learn about critical social issues through its Caudill Conversations program.    
 
Caudill Conversations are video conversations that focus on topics of perennial or contemporary interest and 
feature the expertise of the faculty from the Caudill College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences. This 
year, the focus of the program is on diversity and inclusion. The conversations are available to view on MSU’s 
Camden-Carroll Library’s ScholarWorks.    
 
Dr. Scott Davison, professor of philosophy and interim dean of the Caudill College, said the focus is in response 
to recent events that have gained media attention.    
 
“In light of recent events that have gained national attention, this year, our focus is on issues related to justice 
and equality. The programs in our college are uniquely qualified to address these questions, so we are trying to 
provide insightful and well-informed discussions,” Davison said.    
 
Two Caudill Conversations are currently available to view. The first features Dr. Benjamin Fitzpatrick, visiting 
assistant professor of history, and Dr. Julia Finch, associate professor of art history, and focuses on Civil War 
memorials and their function in public spaces. The second conversation features Dr. Layne Neeper, professor 
emeritus of English, and Sara Peyton, instructor of social studies at Rowan County Senior High School. It 
concerns the struggle over the telling of the story of American history. Eight more conversations are planned for 
this year, and Davison said the college is planning a Justice Festival in the fall that will incorporate programs 
from across the Caudill College.    
 
Davison said viewers of the conversations will walk away with a broader, more informed perspective on the 
issues discussed.    
 
“If people are interested in different perspectives on current events, provided by experts in relevant fields in a 
short and accessible format, they should browse the collection of Caudill Conversations,” he said. “Not only do 
the conversations provide informed perspectives, but they also prompt new questions for further discussion here 
at the University and in the local community.”    
 
To view the conversations, visit scholarworks.moreheadstate.edu/caudill_conversations.   
 
To explore programs in MSU’s Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, 
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April 13, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Dr. Patrick Osborne Scholarship recipient announced for 2021   
 
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the recipient of the Dr. Patrick Osborne Scholarship. 
The recipient is Zack Highley, a senior from Owingsville majoring in marketing with minors in social media, 
public relations and event planning.    
“Receiving this scholarship was so impactful. Being a senior, getting selected for a scholarship like this means 
even more as it helps me finish my undergraduate degree at MSU,” Highley said. “It was an honor to receive 
this award and I am very grateful for private donors like Dr. Osborne. I plan to give back to Morehead State 
after I graduate because I truly see the importance of private donations.”    
The scholarship was created by Dr. Patrick Osborne (01) and his wife, Annie. Osborne is a two-time graduate 
from MSU, earning a bachelor’s degree in business with an emphasis in marketing in 2001 and a master’s 
degree in sport management in 2002. He was a standout student-athlete, playing with the MSU Football Eagles 
from 1997 to 2001. During his time at MSU, he served as the student-athlete representative to the NCAA 
Intercollegiate Athletic Committee. He was formally nominated for the Rhodes Scholarship and earned 
Collegiate All-American Scholar honors in 2001. He was also a member of Kappa Sigma Fraternity.     
He earned a doctorate in leadership from Trevecca Nazarene University in Nashville in 2015, where his 
doctoral work and dissertation focused on emotional intelligence, cognitive intelligence and personality type, 
and their relationship to vocational success. As a former corporate executive, Osborne followed his passion for 
higher education and transitioned to become a faculty member at Trevecca Nazarene University. He currently 
serves as a professor in Leadership Studies. He also serves as a member of the Ohio Valley Conference Alumni 
Committee and is an active sponsor and volunteer for the Nashville Rescue Mission and Second Harvest Bank. 
Patrick and Annie, along with their two children, reside in Nashville, Tennessee.     
“Giving back was a no-brainer, for Annie and me both. Nothing great we ever achieved was on our own. It was 
always the result of some remarkable teamwork or many loving, caring people investing and pouring into us to 
help us achieve something more than we could have done on our own,” Osborne said. “We are blessed to be 
able to continue that legacy and help fine young people like Zack.”   
The annual scholarship recipient must be a full-time, undergraduate senior-level student majoring in marketing 
in the Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology with a 3.0 GPA or above.    
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations 
and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give to 
contribute today.   
To learn more about programs in the Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/cbt.  
 
Photo: Zack Highley (left) is the 2021 recipient of the Dr. Patrick Osborne Scholarship established by Dr. 
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April 15, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Morehead State engineering programs ranked among best in the southeast by tradecollege.org 
 
Morehead State’s engineering programs have been ranked among the top programs in the Southeastern U.S. by 
TradeCollege.org.   
 
Engineering programs at MSU were ranked second for best value schools in the Southeast region and best value 
bachelor’s degree programs in the Southeast region.     
 
Morehead State offers bachelor’s degree programs in engineering management, engineering technology and systems 
integration engineering. MSU also offers physics degrees with areas of concentration in electrical and mechanical physics. 
All the programs offer hands-on learning opportunities that prepare students for career success.   
 
“The combination of theoretical engineering with a hands-on laboratory experience make Engineering Technology 
graduates very marketable in a number of areas that are in high demand in the region and beyond. Most ETM students 
have a high-tech, high-pay job upon graduation or within a few months after graduation, and many have accepted 
positions before graduation,” said Dr. Ahmad Zargari, associate dean of MSU’s School of Engineering and Computer 
Science. “  
 
TradeCollege.org is a free resource for students seeking a career in the trades. Trade College’s Best Value Rankings were 
designed to help students find high-quality and affordable trade colleges to pursue the trade career they are most interested 
in. Both quality and afforadability are factors in the ranking.   
 
View the complete list of rankings at www.tradecollege.org.    
 
To learn about engineering technology programs at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/etm, 
email etm@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2418.   
 
For more information about engineering physics programs at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/phes, 
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April 16, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Reganne Miller gains recognition and experience through MSU’s Honors Program   
 
Growing up in Carlisle, Kentucky, Reganne Miller knew she wanted to feel like a part of the community when 
she went off to college.   
At Morehead State University, she found two: The MSU campus community and a smaller community as a 
student in the George M. Luckey, Jr. Academic Honors Program.   
"I come from a very small town where everybody knows everybody. I knew that I wanted to stay in the same 
sort of environment as I moved on to college. I chose MSU because of the community that surrounds it," Miller 
said. "When I learned about the George M. Luckey Academic Honors Program scholarship, it seemed like the 
perfect fit for me. Not only am I part of a community at MSU, but I am also part of the wonderful community 
that the Honors Program provides."   
Miller is a senior psychology major minoring in mathematics. She said the mentorship of upper-level Academic 
Honors Program students and program director Dr. Philip Krummrich have been highly beneficial to her 
academic development.    
The Honors Program has also provided Miller with unique professional opportunities. She participated in a 
virtual fall session of the Naval Research Enterprise Internship Program (NREIP) with the Naval Air Warfare 
Center/Training Systems Division in Orlando, Florida, where she helped conduct human factors psychological 
research. Miller has also been re-accepted into this same program for an in-person internship this summer.   
Miller said she has participated in honors research conferences she would not have known about without being 
involved in the program. One of these conferences, the Kentucky Academy of Sciences (KAS) 2020 
Conference, recognized Miller's research project with a third-place award in social sciences. She, along with co-
authors Mia Carman (senior psychology major from Crestwood), Vanessa Jones (senior psychology major from 
Morehead) and Dr. Gregory M. Corso (department chair in MSU's Department of Psychology) collaborated on 
the research project "Tracking and Different Modality Secondary Task Performance."   
"I felt extremely humbled to be recognized for the hard work my classmates and I put into the research project. 
It was nice to know that our research was impacting and being heard by others," Miller said. "The positive 
relationships I have with my professors at MSU definitely contributed to this achievement. Dr. Gregory M. 
Corso, the faculty advisor for the Human Factors Research Lab and a co-author on the project, works diligently 
to ensure that all of us in the lab put forth our best work and are provided opportunities to participate in research 
conferences. Without his dedication to both the research project and the research lab, this achievement may not 
have been attainable."     
MSU's Academic Honors Program is currently accepting applications this fall for the 2021-22 academic year. 





Morehead State University (MSU) is a comprehensive public university with robust undergraduate and graduate programs, emerging doctoral programs, and an emphasis on 
regional engagement. MSU aspires to be the best public regional university in the South through prioritizing student success; outcomes; academic excellence; and rankings, 
reputation and regional responsiveness. 
 








April 16, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU launches Appalachian Future Educators Scholar program  
 
Since its founding, Morehead State University has always prioritized training teachers and serving the 
Appalachian region. Both priorities have come together in the development of the Appalachian Future 
Educators (AFE) Scholars program.   
Created by Dr. Antony Norman, dean of the Ernst and Sara Lane Volgenau College of Education, the AFE 
Scholars program encourages qualified students from MSU’s 22-county service region to enter the education 
profession through scholarship, support and mentorship. The program will enhance the pipeline of qualified 
educators and educational leaders by strengthening partnerships with school districts in identifying, recruiting 
and mentoring students to return and give back to their home communities as rural educational leaders.   
“The AFE Scholarship is different from other scholarship programs through its cohort-building model. 
Additionally, there is a significant ‘growing in leadership’ component built into the program,” said Dr. 
Christopher Beckham, AFE Scholars director and assistant professor of education in the Department of 
Foundational and Graduate Studies in Education. “AFE students will have service-learning experiences and 
have the chance to network with mentors who are established professionals in their field.”   
“In my conversations with P-12 school leaders, I have consistently heard they are desperate for good teachers 
and they have confidence in the quality of teachers Morehead State produces,” Norman said. “To me, a first 
good faith effort to support our region is to help schools identify their most promising future educators among 
their own students and then to make the pursuit of an education degree more affordable for these students 
through the Appalachian Future Educators Scholars Program.”   
High school graduates who express the intention of pursuing educator preparation degrees or programs 
within Volgenau College of Education are eligible. In the pilot program, 22 students will be selected as 
scholarship recipients and program participants. To identify these students, the Volgenau College of 
Education dean and AFE Scholars program director, in consultation with Morehead State Enrollment Services 
and the MSU Foundation, will work with P-12 school district leadership in Bath, Boyd, Breathitt, Carter, Elliott, 
Fleming, Floyd, Greenup, Johnson, Knott, Lawrence, Letcher, Lewis, Magoffin, Martin, Mason, Menifee, 
Montgomery, Morgan, Pike, Rowan and Wolfe Counties.    
One qualified student from each county will be selected to receive a $1,000 annual scholarship. As long 
as recipients remain in good academic standing, continue toward completing an educator preparation degree or 
program, and participate in AFE Scholars program requirements, the scholarship will be renewable up to three 
times.   
Preference will be given to students with a high school 3.0 or higher, evidence of leadership potential, first-
generation college students, members of an underrepresented minority group, and those in financial need.   
For more information on the Appalachian Future Educators Scholar program, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/afe or contact Beckham, director of the AFE program, at 606-783-2538 
or c.beckham@moreheadstate.edu.  
 
Photo: Dr. Christopher Beckham is the director of the Appalachian Future Educators (AFE) Scholars program 
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April 19, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Celebration of Student Scholarship to be held virtually on April 21  
 
Many things have changed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and one of Morehead State University's signature 
celebrations of academic research, excellence and achievement will still take place but in new ways.   
The 16th Annual Celebration of Student Scholarship will be held virtually on Wednesday, April 21. Unlike 
previous years, students will have two participation options. They can provide their materials for asynchronous 
viewing by judges the week of April 21 using an appropriate online platform, or they can participate in 
synchronous Webex sessions from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednesday, April 21.   
"This has presented some unique challenges, just as all pandemic-related things have. Our students have to 
think about how to alter their presentation styles to fit live and prerecorded online formats," said Evan Prellberg, 
coordinator of undergraduate research at MSU. "While it has certainly been a struggle, I think this will provide 
our students with a great opportunity to present their work and learn how to adapt to changing circumstances. I 
wish our students could present in person, and we could celebrate their work in more traditional ways. I'm 
confident that we will still be able to celebrate their considerable accomplishments during these trying times."   
The purpose of the Annual MSU Celebration of Student Scholarship is to share and showcase the outstanding 
scholarly work of students involved in the Undergraduate Research Fellowship program to the greater campus 
community. The annual celebration has grown into a day-long event of presentations, exhibitions and 
performances by students from all colleges, including the Elmer R. Smith College of Business and 
Technology; the Ernst & Sara Lane Volgenau College of Education; the Caudill College of Arts, Humanities, 
and Social Sciences; and the College of Science.   
For more information on MSU's Celebration of Student Scholarship, 
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April 20, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU Foundation to host Online Auction  
 
While Morehead State University’s annual Spring Gala won’t be a formal gathering due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, it will continue its tradition as one of MSU’s most successful fundraisers.   
Since 1993, the Spring Gala has raised over $100,000 during the last week of April each year. This year, with 
the theme of “A Tradition of Giving,” an online auction will be held from Friday, April 23, through Wednesday, 
April 28.  A few of the items up for bid include a Cabo San Lucas vacation, Bobsweep Robot Vacuum, Kate 
Spade Purse, Outdoor Projector and Screen, and other one-of-a-kind experience packages.   
“Not only will the auction feature over 100 great items, it will also provide the opportunity to support some 
unique philanthropic causes such as a book purchase for a needy student,” said Jim Shaw, CEO of the MSU 
Foundation. “All auction proceeds will support current and future Eagles through scholarships. Knowing that 
the annual spring Gala is crucial to the University’s annual fundraising efforts, I sincerely hope that we can 
count on continued support despite our inability to host an in-person event.”    
Mobile bidding will be available during the auction timeframe. To get started, bidders 
can visit www.bippal.net/MSUGala21 or text MSUGala21 to 243725.   
For more information on the 2021 Spring Gala Online Auction, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations and 
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While Morehead State University’s annual Spring Gala won’t be a formal gathering due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, it will continue its tradition as one of MSU’s most successful fundraisers.   
Since 1993, the Spring Gala has raised over $100,000 during the last week of April each year. This year, with 
the theme of “A Tradition of Giving,” an online auction will be held from Friday, April 23, through Wednesday, 
April 28.  A few of the items up for bid include a Cabo San Lucas vacation, Bobsweep Robot Vacuum, Kate 
Spade Purse, Outdoor Projector and Screen, and other one-of-a-kind experience packages.   
“Not only will the auction feature over 100 great items, it will also provide the opportunity to support some 
unique philanthropic causes such as a book purchase for a needy student,” said Jim Shaw, CEO of the MSU 
Foundation. “All auction proceeds will support current and future Eagles through scholarships. Knowing that 
the annual spring Gala is crucial to the University’s annual fundraising efforts, I sincerely hope that we can 
count on continued support despite our inability to host an in-person event.”    
Mobile bidding will be available during the auction timeframe. To get started, bidders 
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April 21, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Kaitlyn Wright developed her artistry through MSU’s Bachelor of Fine Arts program  
 
Like many new college students, Kaitlyn Campbell Wright (19) went in not knowing what she wanted to do 
with her life. The Prestonsburg native was on her way to earning an associate degree from Big Sandy 
Community and Technical College (BSCTC) when she was shown a video of a watercolor demonstration from 
one of her professors.   
"I thought it was the coolest thing ever and I wanted to try it," she said. "So, I went and bought the worst 
paint and paper ever and sat down to follow a YouTube tutorial. That's how I taught myself to paint."   
Eventually, Wright went from teaching herself to earning an associate degree in art from BSCTC. Still, she 
knew both her passion and education in the arts had further to go, so she transferred to Morehead State 
University. On her way to earning a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 2019, Wright said she felt a sense of community 
and a spark in her creativity. Her preferred medium of watercolors soon took a backseat to photography. She 
said her MSU photography professor, Dr. Robyn Moore, helped mold her into the adaptable photographer she is 
today. She loves how her work can "change someone's perspective for the better."   
"There are little worlds all around us filled with texture and color. Think of it as the view from a worm's 
perspective. Think of how different the world looks from down there. Suddenly, something like a fallen log that 
we don't even notice turns into a place filled with amazing textures, colors, shadows, and so much more," 
Wright said. "It's so exciting for me to really stop and take in the little things."   
In addition to earning her degree and growing as an artist at MSU, she also met her future husband, Nathan, 
during her undergraduate years. The two married in the spring of 2019. Before marrying, they lived in 
Lexington, where Nathan was working as a mechanical engineer. When Wright expressed a desire to move 
closer to her family, Nathan quit his job and the two moved to Prestonsburg in August 2018 to start a small 
business. After a year of mulling ideas, the two settled on inKindEarrings, a home-based business specializing 
in designing and crafting earrings.   
Wright said everything from product photography and website design for inKindEarrings wouldn't have been 
possible without her MSU education.   
"I really felt like MSU prepared me for what working in the art industry would really be like. From managing 
deadlines to the design of my website, I felt like I have a thorough understanding of the entire process," Wright 
said. "This is something I hadn't realized until I graduated."   
When it comes to her interests in art, business or a combination of the two, she said her MSU experience and 
the faculty who became mentors and inspirations helped her come into her own.   
"I loved how much I was pushed out of my comfort zone with the media I worked with. That's actually what 
pushed me to find my love for photography," Wright said. "My professors really took a direct interest in me and 
pushed me to be the best I could be. I felt like they really cared about me as a person, and they wanted me to 
succeed."   
To learn more about inKindEarrings, visit www.inkindearrings.com.   
For more information on MSU's Department of Art and Design, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/art, 
email arde@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2766.  
 
Photos: Kaitlyn Wright (19) exhibiting her work at the Golding-Yang Art Gallery at MSU. Wright went on to 
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April 21, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Military Initiatives collects donations for homeless veterans 
 
Morehead State’s Office of Military Initiatives recently held a donation drive to help homeless veterans.   
 
Dr. Silas Session, director of military initiatives, said the entire MSU community came together to collect 
personal care items, socks, snacks and other items.   
 
“This is an MSU family operation. Similar to the deployment soldier care packages, many organizations on and 
off campus can and did contribute,” Session said.   
 
The items were collected at the LTC Alan R. Baldwin Veterans Resource Center and donated to the Kentucky 
Department of Veterans Affairs (KDVA) Homeless Veterans Program. Eileen Ward, administrator of the 
program, collected the items and will distribute them to homeless veterans in the Commonwealth.   
 
Those who wish to donate items to help homeless veterans may drop them off at the Veterans Resource Center, 
located at 304 Breckinridge Hall, or contact Session at ssession@moreheadstate.edu or by calling 606-783-
9416. Items that can be donated include:   
• Small pad and pen   
• Bottled water   
• Kool-Aid   
• Washcloths   
• Bar soap   
• Trial-size shampoo   
• Snack items like gum, granola bars and individually packaged cheese and crackers.   
• Socks   
• Hair ties   
• Feminine hygiene products   
 
To learn more about MSU’s Office of Military Initiatives, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/veterans, 
email veterans@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-9416.   
 
Photo caption: Eileen Ward, left, KDVA Homeless Veterans Program Administrator, and Dr. Silas Session, 
director of Military Initiatives, loaded donated items that will be delivered to homeless veterans across the 
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April 21, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Computer Science students research machine learning 
 
Students in Morehead State's computer science programs have the opportunity to conduct groundbreaking 
research alongside experienced faculty members, and two such students are currently researching the real-world 
applications of machine learning.   
 
Suhana Ambol, a junior from Madhya Pradesh, India, who is double majoring in computer science and 
mathematics, began her research as a freshman through MSU's Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program. 
Along with her faculty mentor, Professor of Computer Science Dr. Sherif Rashad, Ambol has been researching 
continuous authentication of smartphone users using machine learning using a dataset of smartphone users' 
behaviors. Rashad and Ambol applied various supervised machine learning classifiers to authenticate users 
based on their smartphone activities. They are currently working on research to detect malware on smartphones 
using neural networks. Ambol presented her work at the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 
annual conference held in   
 
Ambol said the work she's doing with Rashad interests her because of its usefulness and how it can be applied 
to help people.   
 
"It always amazes me how the evolution of technology has provided immense opportunities to society," she 
said. "As an instance, artificial intelligence is widely used in the commercial sector providing personalized 
recommendations to online users based on their previous product search or online behavior.   
 
Ambol also works under the mentorship of Dr. Heba Elgazzar, assistant professor of computer science. She said 
working with Elgazzar and Rashad has been a rewarding learning experience.    
 
"Dr. Rashad is an incredible mentor. He has been a great motivation and guidance. I have learned a lot working 
under him. In my freshman year, all these topics were very new to me, but Dr. Rashad made sure that I 
understood the concepts well and move ahead in the right direction," Ambol said. "Dr. Elgazzar is our faculty 
advisor for Association of Computing Machinery (ACM) and it's a great experience to work under her guidance 
and learn from her. Both of them are always eager to help the students and dedicated towards their success."   
 
Senior general computer science major Kyle Spurlock from Ashland has also been conducting undergraduate 
research with Elgazzar and presented his work at the IEEE conference. He and Elgazzar use unsupervised 
machine learning techniques to find inferences about data that previously shows no obvious classification or 
correlation. They are using clustering, defined as grouping similar samples to detect communities, and 
centrality, which is used to find the most interconnected or most important individuals within a population to 
analyze the data. Spurlock said the idea was to highlight potential connections between what is said on social 
media and use it as a supplementary health surveillance system for COVID-19.    
 
"Current health surveillance techniques are very poor in terms of overall ability to accurately report on disease 
presence, and this is especially true of countries with poor health infrastructure," Spurlock said. "While the 
COVID-19 focused element of the research was mostly just a sign of the times, it is interesting to see what 
progress can be made in various subjects just by applying algorithms to a different context."   
 
Like Ambol, Spurlock said the support he's received from his professors has pushed him to reach his full 
potential.   
 
"The support and attention of the professors in my program has been what has made MSU for me. I am very 
grateful to them for all they have done for me and been able to share with me, of which I feel has definitely 
given me a better understanding and appreciation for my study."    
 
To learn more about computer science programs at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/secs, 
email secs@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2418. 
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NEWS RELEASE  
  
April 22, 2021  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE           
MOREHEAD, Ky.---  
  
Student Government Association elects 2021-22 officers  
  
Morehead State’s Student Government Association (SGA) has elected officers to its executive 
branch for the 2021-22 school year.   
 
Current SGA President Emily Wiley, an agribusiness major from London, was re-elected for a 
second term. She is a member of Delta Zeta Sorority, Delta Tau Alpha Fraternity, Student 
Alumni Ambassadors and is a resident advisor in the Office of Housing and Residence Life. In 
addition to her duties as president, Wiley also represents SGA on the MSU Board of Regents as 
student regent.   
 
Ethan Wells was elected executive vice-president. Wells is a biomedical sciences major from 
Elkhorn City. He is a member of Young Democrats, Student Alumni Ambassadors and is a 
resident advisor in the Office of Housing and Residence Life. Wells currently serves on the SGA 
Executive Board as the Vice President of Finance for 2020-21.   
 
Katie Stumbo will serve as vice president for administration. Stumbo is a biomedical sciences 
major from Topmost. She is a member of Tri-Beta, Delta Zeta Sorority, Young Democrats, 
Chemistry Club, Baptist Campus Ministry and Pre-Med Club. She is also involved in the George 
M. Luckey Jr. Academic Honors Program and serves as an orientation leader and peer leader. 
Stumbo is currently serving in SGA as an at-large senator for 2020-21.   
 
Veterinary science major Chloe Martstiller from Morgantown, West Virginia, was elected vice 
president for finance. She is involved in Gamma Phi Beta Sorority and Young Democrats and is 
currently serving in SGA as an at-large senator.   
 
Morgan Johnson, a social studies major from Mt. Vernon, was elected vice president for public 
relations. He is a member of the Baptist Campus Ministry and CRU. Johnson is currently serving 
in SGA as an at-large senator for 2020-21.   
 
SGA officers are elected every spring semester and their terms begin at the start of the fall 
semester.    
 









April 28, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU announces student speakers for Spring Commencement 2021 
 
Morehead State University has announced the student speakers for 2021 Spring Commencement. This May 
Commencement will be outdoors, socially distanced, and with ticketed entry.    
Elizabeth LaBreche of Morehead will serve as the commencement speaker representing the College of Science. 
She is the daughter of Marvin and Rebecca Hereford and is the wife of Clay LaBreche (19). She will graduate 
with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics.       
LaBreche is a 2017 graduate of the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics at MSU. She 
served as a peer tutor and worked with Craft Academy students to develop a business model and successfully 
competed at several statewide business competitions. As a Craft Academy student, she also completed an 
internship with Kentucky Department of Agriculture and traveled abroad to both Germany and Switzerland to 
represent the Academy and MSU as she and her academy peers studied renewable energy.   
As an undergraduate student, she was accepted into the George M. Luckey Jr. Academic Honors Program. She 
worked as a tutor in the Mathematics Learning and Testing Center and completed a two-year Undergraduate 
Research Fellowship under the direction of professor of biology Dr. Geoff Gearner. Since May 
2018, LaBreche has worked as a laboratory analyst in the Morehead State Water Testing Laboratory.   
LaBreche was a member of the Delta Tau Chapter of Kappa Delta Sorority, where she served in several roles. 
Since November 2019, she has served as vice president of community service and helped organize an event at 
the Space Science Center for area Girl Scouts and their families. She also organized a virtual philanthropic 
event during the COVID-19 pandemic to benefit Gateway Children’s Advocacy Center and Prevent Child 
Abuse America. LaBreche has also been a member of the Cicero Society during her undergraduate career at 
MSU, serving as vice president and later president.   
LaBreche plans to enroll in graduate school to study epidemiology and pursue a career in public health.   
Georgia Cali Clark of Princeton will serve as commencement speaker representing the Caudill College of Arts, 
Humanities, and Social Sciences. She is the daughter of Patrick and Jenny Clark. She will graduate with a 
Bachelor of Science, neuroscience area and major in Spanish.  
Clark was a student in the George M. Luckey Jr. Academic Honors Program. During her time at MSU, she was 
named Outstanding Undergraduate Student in the Department of Psychology, the Outstanding Senior 
Neuroscience Student and Outstanding Junior Neuroscience Student.    
Clark completed two Undergraduate Research Fellowships at MSU and a summer research opportunity at 
Purdue University. She has presented research at eight different conferences and meetings.    
In addition to being a member of the MSU Dance Team for all four years as an undergraduate student, Clark 
was also named Outstanding Undergraduate Student in Spanish. She spent six weeks volunteering to teach 
English in Guatemala and plans to use her Spanish education to help her in her medical career. Clark also 
volunteers on campus and in her community, participating in senior center visits, helping with the Tilden Hogge 
Elementary School’s Fall Festival and Book Fair, doing community clean-up and serving as a peer mentor in 
the International Peer Mentoring Program.   
Clark was recently offered an annual $10,000 scholarship to attend the University of Kentucky (UK) School of 
Medicine. After completing medical school at UK, Clark plans to pursue a career as a neurologist.   
Zackary Highley of Owingsville will serve as commencement speaker representing the Elmer R. Smith College 
of Business & Technology. His parents are Mindy (91) and Jeff Highley (93). He will graduate with a Bachelor 
of Business Administration in Marketing with minors in social media and public relations and event planning.    
Highley has been actively involved with marketing for MSU Athletics throughout his undergraduate career. He 
served as a marketing and promotions student associate in August 2017 and as marketing and fan engagement 
coordinator beginning in May 2020. He received the Outstanding Marketing Student Award from the Elmer R. 
Smith College of Business and Technology.   
Highley was active and engaged in the MSU campus community. He has been a Student Alumni Ambassador 
for all four years at MSU. From Aug. 2019, he was intramural chair and an events committee member. He 
earned Most School Spirit Honor awards two years in a row (2017-18, 2018-19), was given the Mr. Morehead 
Award, presented to an outstanding male that is very involved on campus, in 2018-19 and was named Student 
Alumni Ambassador Member of the Year for 2019-20.   
He also served as the president and founder of the Flight Crew Athletic Involvement Organization. This 20-
member organization supports a positive culture for athletic involvement at MSU.    
Highley plans to continue his education at MSU, pursuing a Master of Business Administration and later 
pursuing a career in branding, consumer engagement and social media.   
For more information on MSU’s 2021 Spring Commencement and to live stream the ceremonies, 
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April 28, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Graduating MSU seniors give back through donations to Graduating Class Scholarship  
 
Each year, nearly 5,000 Morehead State University alumni donate to the MSU Foundation to support student 
scholarships. Several members of the graduating class of 2021 have already made their commitment to give 
back. These first-time donors each contributed $20.21 to support fellow Eagles through the Graduating Class 
Scholarship.    
This fundraising project kicked off in March during I Heart MSU week hosted by the Student Alumni 
Ambassadors (SAA). Throughout the week, SAA members promote the importance of private giving and the 
impact philanthropy has at MSU. Since then, nearly 60 graduates have made a gift, raising over $1,100 for the 
scholarship fund.     
Many graduates made their gift in honor of someone influential in their MSU experience. These honorary gifts 
recognize the commitment of parents, grandparents, professors and advisors who impacted student’s endeavors 
at MSU. These donors will be highlighted on the Official Morehead State Alumni Association social media 
accounts during the upcoming weeks.     
The Graduating Class Scholarship will support a member of the Class of 2021 who will be pursuing a graduate 
degree at MSU. Students interested in applying to this scholarship can access the application online 
at www.moreheadstate.edu/graduating-class-scholarship.   
For more information on this scholarship, or to make a gift to the Graduating Scholarship Fund, contact MSU’s 
Office of Alumni Relations and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or 
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April 28, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Craft Academy graduation to be held May 8 
 
The graduation ceremony for the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics Class of 2021 will 
be held Saturday, May 8, at 5:30 p.m. at Jayne Stadium.   
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, graduates will be limited to three guest tickets each. Guests will be required to 
wear a face mask and social distancing guidelines will be observed.    
 
The student speaker at the ceremony will be Cameron Snowden of Jackson. Snowden is the son of Gregory 
Snowden and Renee Davidson. Snowden was parliamentarian of the Craft Academy Student Council and a 
Craft Academy focus group leader. He was also president of the Craft Academy Chess Club. Snowden 
represented the Academy as the 2021 student speaker for the Kentucky Association for Gifted Education 
(KAGE.) In the fall, he will become the first Craft Academy graduate to attend Harvard College in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, where he plans to major in political science and English.   
 
Graduates and their hometowns are listed below:   
• Cyrus Adams, Vanceburg  
• Jonathan David Antonelli, Mount Eden  
• Meyrick Scott Barnett, Mt. Sterling  
• Hallei Noelani Bittlinger, Hebron  
• Abigail Lynn Bodner, Brandenburg  
• William Boone, Lexington  
• Hannah Rose Botts, Lexington  
• Paul Vinson Breeding, Thornton  
• Alexa Grace Brunson, Morehead  
• Hannah Elisabeth Campbell, Stanton  
• David Michael Clark, Lexington  
• Charlie Nicole Cochlin, Mount Olivet  
• Katelyn Collins, Vanceburg  
• Kaylee Danielle Compton, Mt. Sterling  
• Caitlyn Davis, Maysville  
• Lucas Christopher Devole, Nicholasville  
• Cherokee Amber Drake, Rineyville  
• Anna Beth Edens, Olive Hill  
• Egypt Akiela Frye, Winchester  
• Ryan Matthew Grzynkowicz II, Lawrenceburg  
• Hunter AnnMarie Hayden, Henderson  
• Cassidy Bofang Hayes, Villa Hills  
• Taylen Jeffrey Hylton, Bonnyman  
• Jai Joshi, Frankfort  
• Brock Kessinger, Louisa  
• Luke Leveque, Louisville  
• Sara Allen Lewis, Morehead  
• Matthew Louis, Louisville  
• Garrett Marshall, Paris  
• Sam McAnally, Elizabethtown  
• Sarah Elizabeth McAuley, Whitesburg  
• Isabella Ruth McCloud, Worthington  
• Gavin Taylor McCoy, London  
• Jamisen McCrary, Shepherdsville  
• Seth Benjamin McCray, Deane  
• Cole Whitaker Murray, Wurtland  
• Leah Camille Nichter, Prospect  
• Ethan Scott Norsworthy, Georgetown  
• Dylan Cole Pennington, Ashland  
• Anabel Rose Peterman, Carlisle  
• Adam Porter, Campbellsburg  
• Rachel Eileen Poston, Midway  
• Maiqi Qin, Salt Lick  
• Kyle Andrew Reed, Frankfort  
• Lydia Marie Saunders, Owingsville  
• Cameron Snowden, Jackson  
• Ethan Thomas Speer, Springfield  
• Kendall Nicole Staton, Russell  
• Paizley Rose Stewart, London  
• Grace Carolyn Stubblefield, Ashland  
• Haley Raelynn Turner, Hazard  
• Kayla Dawn Turney, Lexington  
• Relmond Evan Van Daniker, Lexington  
• Kavya Vasudevan, Frankfort  
• Mark Andrew Webb, Louisa  
• William Douglas White, Manchester  
• Colby Jefferson Winters, Catlettsburg  
• Amy Yang, Morehead  
The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics is a dual-credit academy for academically 
exceptional Kentucky students. Craft Academy provides students with a postsecondary residential experience to 
complete their junior and senior years of high school by enrolling in college courses. The Craft Academy's 
purpose is to meet the unique educational needs of academically gifted and talented high school juniors and 
seniors in the Commonwealth. The academic rigor of the Craft Academy challenges students to excel at their 
highest level through project-based STEM+X courses and hands-on learning experiences, with emphasis on 
innovation, design and creativity, and civic and regional engagement.   
 
Funding for the Craft Academy comes from the generous contributions and support of Dr. Joe Craft and his 
wife, Ambassador Dr. Kelly Craft, who have donated approximately $10 million to the Academy. Additional 
funding comes from state appropriations.   
 
For more information about the Craft Academy, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/craft-academy, 
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April 29, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Katie Mason fosters learning and love as Straub Elementary School principal  
 
Katie (Moran) Mason (08) looks back fondly on her years as a young student in middle school. In her newest 
role, she plans to take the lead to help elementary school students have a successful and stimulating educational 
experience.   
Mason is the principal of Straub Elementary School in Mason County, a role made possible through her 
education at Morehead State University.   
Growing up in Ewing, Mason always knew she wanted to work with children. She attended MSU initially 
majoring in agribusiness but quickly changed her major to middle grades education, earning a Bachelor of Arts 
in Middles Grade Education, Math and Social Studies, in 2008. The student-teaching experience at MSU led to 
her first teaching job with Mason County Public Schools. She said her MSU experience inside and outside of 
the classroom was invaluable to her personally and professionally.   
"I cannot say enough wonderful things about Morehead. I attended MSU in the fall of 2004, joined the Kappa 
Delta sorority in 2005, and my experiences and friendships that I made while there have molded me into the 
person I am today," Mason said. "I teach my students each and every day that no matter what goals in life they 
set for themselves, they must work their hardest to achieve these."   
Mason first worked at Mason County Middle School, teaching mathematics in 6-8 grades for 12 years. During 
that time, she continued her education by earning a master's degree in instructional education with a principal 
certificate in 2013 and a Rank I Educational Leadership with a Director of Pupil Personnel Certificate in 2019, 
both from the University of the Cumberlands.   
In May of 2020, she was hired as the assistant principal of Straub Elementary School. In February of this year, 
after an illness with COVID-19, the school's principal stepped down. Mason took over as interim principal and 
was hired as the full-time principal in March.   
"Working with kids has always been my passion. I loved my classroom and I love my role now," Mason said. 
"In administration, I actually get the best of both worlds in teaching both kids and coaching and collaborating 
with adults. We have an amazing staff who value and love our kids, thus making my job exciting and extremely 
rewarding."       
Mason said Straub Elementary currently has 96% in-person attendance. She said regardless of the 
circumstances, she wants to lead a school where both love of learning and loving students are the highest 
values.   
"We have built a culture of continuous learning with a safe and healthy environment. I want each student to 
leave our building and remember the love that their teachers gave them, the support and drive that was instilled 
in them, to try their hardest and to do their best," she said. "At the end of the day, as long as they tried their best, 
we know they are (Mason County) Royal Rockstars!"   
For more information about MSU's Volgenau College of Education and its programs, call 606-783-2162 




Morehead State University (MSU) is a comprehensive public university with robust undergraduate and graduate programs, emerging doctoral programs, and an emphasis on 
regional engagement. MSU aspires to be the best public regional university in the South through prioritizing student success; outcomes; academic excellence; and rankings, 
reputation and regional responsiveness. 
 








April 29, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Robinette earns Gallaher Memorial Music Award  
 
Connor Robinette, a junior music education major at Morehead State University, was recently awarded 
the 2021 A. Frank and Bethel C. Gallaher Memorial Music Award.   
A native of Ashland, Robinette plays saxophone in MSU’s Symphonic Winds Ensemble and Marching Band, as 
well as the Lockegee Saxophone Quartet. During the summer, he is employed as the saxophone woodwind 
technician at Rock Hill High School in Rock Hill, Ohio. After graduation, he plans to pursue a graduate degree 
in saxophone performance.  
“I am extremely grateful to receive this award. I spend a very large portion of my time playing saxophone and it 
feels great to have that hard work pay off,” Robinette said. “I am especially thankful to have my name be 
commemorated for years to come and to be able to put the award on my resumes for graduate schools.”  
The A. Frank and Bethel C. Gallaher Memorial Music Award provides music competition awards of 
$1,000 to full-time junior students. Candidates must be nominated to audition by a private applied instructor. 
The competition this year consisted of 13 students.  
To learn more about music programs at MSU, email mtd@moreheadstate.edu, 606-783-2473 or 
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April 30, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Craft Academy students win second place in coal land redevelopment competition 
 
Students from Morehead State's Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics and their faculty 
coaches from the School of Business Administration (SBA) earned second-place overall at the Entrepreneurial 
Coal Land Redevelopment Program (ECLRP) Regional Challenge held Thursday, April 1.   
 
ECLRP aims to engage high school students to identify either an abandoned or reclaimed mine site and, through 
investigation and research, propose a new use and business model to develop the site. The proposed business 
would provide employment opportunities through a business enterprise and add value to the quality of life for 
the area's residents. This is the third year students from the Academy have participated in the competition.    
 
"We are extremely proud of our student's hard work, dedication, innovation, and entrepreneurial spirit as 
participants in the Entrepreneurial Coal Land's Redevelopment (ECRLP) Project," said Rachel Rogers, 
instructor and QEP director for the Academy.    
 
Coached by Dr. Ahmad Hassan, associate professor of management, and Dr. Fatma Mohamed, associate 
professor of management, the students earned second place for the overall regional challenge for their 
presentation, "Reclamation of Unused Coal Fields through Bluegrass Aquaponics." Hassan and Mohamed 
placed second place for the Coaches Award.    
 
"We are honored to receive a second-place business plan award and second place coach award, and we are so 
incredibly proud of our Craft Academy team," Hassan said.   
 
Craft Academy students involved in the challenge were Rachel Poston, a senior from Georgetown, and Haley 
Turner, a senior from Hazard.    
 
"ECLRP has helped grow my understanding of not only business but also the economy and culture of Eastern 
Kentucky. The collapse of the coal industry is a very pressing issue within our region, and it was very neat 
working to overcome that," said Poston.   
 
 "I have thoroughly enjoyed my experience with ECRLP both years I participated," said Turner, "ECRLP has 
inspired me to improve my community through entrepreneurship."      
 
The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics is a dual-credit academy for academically 
exceptional Kentucky students. Craft Academy provides students with a postsecondary residential experience to 
complete their junior and senior years of high school by enrolling in college courses. The Craft Academy's 
purpose is to meet the unique educational needs of academically gifted and talented high school juniors and 
seniors in the Commonwealth.    
 
To learn more about the Craft Academy, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/craft-academy, 
email craftacademy@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2093. 
 
 
Photo 1: From left to right: Dr. Ahmad Hassan, associate professor of management, Craft Academy Senior 
Rachel Poston, Craft Academy Senior Hayley Turner and Dr. Fatma Mohamed, associate professor of 
management.  
 
Photo 2: Rachel Poston, left, and Hayley Turner, right, were awarded the $750 cash prize for second place in 
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